
Municipal Planning Grant FY 2020 

Project Summary:  This grant proposal would be to retain a qualified planning consultant to work in 

partnership with the Director of Planning & Zoning to develop improvements to the Zoning and 

Subdivision Regulations for the area within and immediately surrounding our State-designated 

downtown.  These bylaw changes would be reviewed by Planning Commission and approved by the 

Selectboard. 

The Zoning and Subdivision Regulations are a powerful tool that directly influences the appearance of our 

built environment.  This zoning analysis and draft bylaw revision project would ensure that our zoning is 

working to create development that matches the community vision and recommendations developed 

during the Downtown Master Plan process.   

Our current bylaw does a competent job regulating most types of development proposals, but could 

better acknowledge the differences between the type of development occurring in Downtown (urban 

form) versus surrounding areas (suburban form).  The current bylaw protects the integrity of single-family 

neighborhoods close to the college (e.g. South St., Weybridge St., Seymour St., High St.) by setting the 

density requirement in those districts at a threshold (4 dwelling units per acre) that prohibits would-be 

landlords from breaking-up old homes on small lots into apartment buildings, but inadvertently 

discourages other housing types and compact development on small lots close to Downtown.  To promote 

investment in the Downtown area while protecting its overall character, a finer tool is needed.   

Zoning bylaw revisions for the Downtown area would be developed to promote the following goals: 

- Encourage residential density, enabling additional compact and affordable housing opportunities 

walkable to downtown. 

 

- Protect the quaint family character of the residential neighborhoods bordering Downtown while 

adding a diversity of housing types. 

 

- Enable walkable/bikeable, human-scale mixed-use development in gateway corridors that 

supports the vitality of Downtown and fits with our community character according to input 

gathered during the master planning process. 

 

- Encourage appropriate new investment within the Town core by dialing-back zoning restrictions 

that fail to promote urban-style development in the Downtown area (think building heights and 

parking requirements), while adding clear design standards that simultaneously guarantee quality 

design meeting the community’s vision while reducing some of the unpredictability from the 

development review process for potential investors.    

 

Budget:  The maximum amount for this project, $20,000 is requested with a $2,000 local match.  Partial 

funding is a possibility.   

Timing:  MPG awards are announced in December, and the project must be completed in 18 months.  

Work would begin after the completion of the Downtown Master Plan in July 2020, and wrap up in May 

2021. 


